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lator, prostitution is less to be dreaded than intrigue.
The tumultuous and constantly harassed life which
equality makes men lead, not only distracts them
from the passion of love, by denying them time to
indulge in it, but it diverts them from it by another
more secret but more certain road. .Ail men who
live in democratic ages more or less contract the ways
of thinking of the manufacturing and trading clashes ;
their minds take a serious, deliberate, and positive
turn ; they are apt to relinquish the ideal, in order
to pursue some visible and proximate object, which
appears to be the natural and necessary aim of their
desires. Thus the principle of equality does not
destroy the imagination, but lowers its flight to the
level of the earth. Xo men are less addicted to
reverie than the citizens of a democracy; and few of
them are ever known to give way to those idle and
solitary meditations which commonly precede and
-produce the great emotions of the heart. It is true
they attach great importance to procuring for them-
selves that sort of deep, regular, and quiet affection
which constitutes the charm and safeguard of life,
but they are not apt to run after those violent and
capricious sources of excitement which disturb and
abridge it. ...
I have shown how democracy destroys or modifies
the different inequalities which originate in society;
but is this all ? or does it not ultimately affect that
great inequality of man and wroman wliich has seemed,
up to the present day, to be eternally based in human
nature ? I believe that the social changes which
bring nearer to the same level the father and son,
the master and servant, and superiors and inferiors
generally speaking, will raise woman and make her
more and more the equal of man. But here, more
than ever, I feel the necessity of making myself clearly